
BATA  Regular  Board  of  Directors  Meeting  Minutes

Location:  Hall  St.  Transfer  Station,  115  Hall  St.,  Traverse  City,  Ml
Date/Time:  March  26,  2026,  at  1:00  PM

1.  Call  to  Order

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Chairperson  Wayne  Schmidt  at  1:03PM.

2.  Roll  Call

•  John  Sommavilla  —  Present  (Virtual)
•  Lance  Boehmer  —  Absent
•  Gwenne  Allgaier  —  Present
•  Fern  Spence  —  Present
•  Sarah  Bye  —  Present  (Virtual)
•  Wayne  Schmidt  —  Present

3.  First  Public  Comment

Yasmeen  Abu  Assa,  a  resident  of  Kings  Court  and  college  student,  addressed  the  Board.  As
part  of  a  social  work  class  assignment,  she  attended  to  speak  at  a  local  committee
important  to  both  her  and  the  community.  She  expressed  concerns  about  the  distance 
between  certain  bus  stops,  particularly  for  individuals  with  young  children.  She  noted  that 
there  is  currently  no  bus  stop  near  the  daycare  where  she  works  and  brings  her  two  small
children.  She  emphasized  that  navigating  this  distance  during  the  winter  months  is 
especially  difficult.
Angel  Hockett,  a  resident  of  Fife  Lake,  and  a  student  in  the  program,  addressed  the  Board 
regarding  challenges  in  rural  areas  when  using  public  transportation.  She  noted  concerns
related  to  inconsistencies  in  service  and  timing,  which  can  make  it  difficult  for  riders  to 
arrive  at  school  and  work  on  time.  Angel  thanked  the  Board  for  providing  transportation  in 
her  area  and  shared  that  she  is  an  active  rider.

Chris  Davis  invited  both  students  to  leave  their  contact  information  and  noted  that  BATA
could  provide  confirmation  of  their  attendance  if  needed  for  their  class  assignment.
Wayne  Schmidt  added  that  a  member  of  BATA  staff  could  follow  up  regarding  their
concerns.

Fern  Spence  thanked  the  students  for  attending  and  asked  for  their  teacher’s  name,  noting
that  it  was  great  to  have  them  present.










